For the first time since 2009, the president's budget request was released on time, hopefully signaling a return to normal order in the appropriations process. The fiscal year (FY) 2016 request provides $146 billion for R&D across all federal agencies, an $8 billion or 6 increase from 2015 enacted levels, including increases for USDA, the National Science Foundation, and the Department of Energy Office of Science. Overall, the budget is great news for the food, agricultural, and natural resources sciences.
The president's budget request includes $1.192 billion for USDA-ARS, an increase of $60 million, $20 million of which is directed towards facility maintenance and repair. The budget request also includes an additional $206 million for construction, over half of which would be used to complete construction of the Southeast Poultry Research Laboratory in Athens, GA.
The proposal would also provide $1.5 billion for the USDA-NIFA, a 16.5% increase from FY 2015. The big news coming out of the NIFA budget request is $450 million for the Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) competitive grants program. This is a $125 million increase over the current funding of $325 million in FY2105. The past three years have seen significant increases for AFRI, increasing from $264 million in FY 2012 to $325 million in FY2015. This year's request is further evidence of the growing drive to increase competitive funding.
The budget once again includes funding to support publicprivate partnerships, specifically $80 million for two Innovation Institutes. The institutes will engage industry, leverage funding, and facilitate technology transfer. One institute will focus on biomanufacturing, and the second will focus on nanocellulosics. Last budget cycle, the institutes received little support among the research community or on the Hill, so the fate of this piece of the president's budget is anything but certain.
The National Science Foundation (NSF) FY2016 request calls for $7.7 billion, an increase of $379 million over FY2015 (a 5.2% increase). Included within the budget is a new cross-disciplinary program that could benefit the food, agricultural, and natural resources sciences. There is a proposed $75 million for the Innovations at the Nexus of Food, Energy, and Water Systems (INFEWS), an NSF-wide investment that aims to understand, design, and model the interconnected food, energy, and water system through an interdisciplinary research effort. This program strives to incorporate all areas of science and engineering to addresses the natural, social, and human-built factors involved in the food-energy-water nexus.
Finally, the president's budget would provide more than $5.3 billion for the Office of Science, an increase of $272 million. Within the Office of Science, $612 million is slated for the Biological and Environmental Research program, a $20 million increase.
Sounds pretty good, right?
Well it may not be that straightforward. The investments in R&D in the president's request are largely paid for by eliminating the across-the-board discretionary spending cuts known as sequestration. President Obama would eliminate the sequestration spending reductions primarily by increasing taxes.
While both parties dislike sequestration, there is little agreement on how to replace it, either with increased revenue or changes to mandatory programs such as Medicare and Social Security. While the president's budget put forward increases in research funding, from where those increases will come will be the difficult part.
The ASA, CSSA, and SSSA Science Policy Office is encouraged by the president's show of support for R&D and will strongly advocate for these increases in the year ahead. See our Budget and Appropriations website for all the latest updates as the budget process continues throughout the year: www. agronomy.org/science-policy/issues/science-funding. And look for upcoming opportunities to engage with your members in support of R&D funding on the Society websites and in its newsletters and magazines. 
